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Education and the Economy

1. Moral imperative to improving the educational attainment for our country.

2. Rebuilding the economy must include improving skills and education 

levels for people of color.

3. The economy is based on a changing population that will be a majority of 

citizens and workers of color.  

4. A successful economic strategy should eliminate the achievement gaps and 

enable students of color to reach their full potential as wage earners.



For over two decades, jobs have increased 
for those with some college

Source: Carnevale, A.P., Jayasundera, T., and Cheah, B. 2012. The College Advantage: Weathering the 
Economic Storm. Georgetown University Center for Education and the Workforce.



Smaller recession, quicker recovery for those 
with more education

Source: Carnevale, A.P., Jayasundera, T., and Cheah, B. 2012. The College Advantage: Weathering the 
Economic Storm. Georgetown University Center for Education and the Workforce.



Jobs Tough to Find for Young People, Especially 
the Undereducated and Dropouts
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Education Has an Economic Benefit to the Individual
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1 in 4 students do not graduate from high school. 

The Moral Imperative

Source: NCES 2011, EPE 2011, ACT 2012

For students of color, 4 in 10students will not graduate.  

For all students who do graduate, 

only 1 in 4 are college ready.  



A Successful Economy Needs Students of Color to Thrive

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011
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by Education Level, 2011

0

5

10

15

20

25

Less than a high school

diploma

High school graduatesSome college or associate'sBachelor's degree or more

Black

Hispanic

White



Changing Demographics Have Changed the Game



Changing Demographics Have Changed the Game
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In an economy that is 2/3 consumer-driven...

...the United States can no longer afford to undereducate

an ever-expanding portion of its future consumers.

Economy of the United States



A Successful Economy Needs Graduates to Thrive

If every state were to raise its graduation rate to 90%, there would 

have been over 666,000 additional graduates from the Class of 2012 

alone. These students would bring about huge economic benefits:

Source: Alliance for Excellent Education analysis of data from Economic 

Modeling Specialists, Inc. with generous support from State Farm®
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federal revenue



¢ƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ tƭŀƴ ƛǎΧ

A DIPLOMA 


